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Packed with grand meeting halls, palaces, pleasure gardens, meeting yards, forum and fountains, Jaipur was a piece of
surprise to many Britishers who used to visit poverty-ridden India during the colonial era, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA

nythiieg and everything about

laipur can enchant you, Iis

name & enough e grip your

attention and cm top of that s

___'I::n::u': history and archaeol-
o A ciby with three ancient forts, mind
hi'm mg palaces, a museum with rich cod-
lectiom of art, & temple of astronony and
mamny more such fascinating places within
the ity is an abselbate delipht for anvone,
Thus, its e surprise that [aipar is o of
Lhe st visited destinaiiom by tourists, both
Indian aned Goreigners,

Almostevery greal nggon of Ragsthas
history is loaded with stories of hrave sac-
rifices im the name of |l1l:|'||l1_.' and clever
l‘u-“h..ll -.'||'|||'\-||'h.|||-\,,-\.|||'||'|r-\.||'||r-G-.'I:l-|'|r-\.||.."1'|
mberest ﬁn latpur 0 b5 very much visthle
This pank city of ndia captivated Albert
Edward Prince of Wiallace i 1876 when its
witll aind buildings were indoed painted pik
vinsadered ascolour of haspritakity by locad
cislam Lo impress bim,

Today's capatal city of Rajasthan was
mastermind the of Jai 3*-.1n3_1_|'|-'|| af
Eachawa dynasty. In 1727 the young king
planned foshifi bis present caplial from
Amber tia planmed city and & town plan-
net from Mathail of Bengal named
Vidhyadhar Bhattacharya whe was an
accoums clerk working in the fort was
anvited Do execule the plan.

Thus was bom Icias st modern
panned ety Within four years o beuitiful
Bown wis diel bvered Lo the kll'lf.ll'Lﬂ.'l"l'-\.' with
Iake. pakwes amd forts, Diviced imla nine sec-
tarsand protected with elghib gates this city
iy fhse mizst 2000 years will play a significant
rode in India’s history L-.'|!||'|1- shadows of
Sdarathas, laths and finally Brits will be inin-
pled. Do 1o ins sppent toothe British East
Dl compray in 1R57, rubirs of Jaipur foamd
uﬁll:m in the good booes of Brilish naders
il ersd o1 the colonial era and i prospen
ty toomed in several falds over the years

The miest pll-..l-..l:l-.lrh.'.l Lundrmark od
laipur is an enginesring marvel named
Hanwa Mlabsal the padace afair Bullt fn 179
v Sawal |'|.'|1.||'|!-:||'|j_-h ane Ll*-ul'grnl I:-:. Lal
Chaind Ustad this was budt for Badies of poyal
fannily to watch festivals on the mosd and 1o
einoy conl aby stayiing behiind the veil of dig-
mily. This prink samd stone palace has 595
aanclivins ome the backsade and 350 on the
frop side, with stome curtains perfectly pre-
'|'|'I'|‘|I1Il[1|'r:"'.'||"-‘-' froom outskle bal |'-'r\-.rl.'||.’|-
g clear view from inside. The 11'p||'.'|'l
Mughal-Rajputana styde of [harokbaihe
hanging pavilions ane erected i bee hive
shiage. The funey thing is that mosi of the
photographs of Hawa Mahal are taken from
s back side which is caposed fo main read
ez i's fromt side is e towards royval
patdace and ol that photogenic as it locks
trom the main road.

Memories of Albert Edward Prince of
Wialbuee still remain m the city of lupur The
man whio wes cnee mesmerised by the pink
|'|ln||r-.|r'1|'||-:.|'|I:.' 1 has a u||'u-rh LS -

uant peasned after hisn In his 1876 visit prince
hamsell kxid down the foundalion slome of
1his splienadid buikding origirelly disigred by
Sammel Swinlon Jacobas ot hall Tor the
oty Later it was comverted inla a mussum
and mamed  Albert Hall Museum. The
st bikding which i Wamiveated inthe
night |5 am ameazing blend of ldo-Sarsceni
archmacture. [ houses o rich collection af an
1.ﬂ-|i'ln.*.'icl.|.'|'|a.|:l.'|'|| inituse painigs and many
eLher artelacia Adier visiting this mossam
e, Buchard Kipling was so impresse) that
hir semalie TNl ds s o reboke Do oall ather
museams in India oo Calulta down

wards”, However, Lhe s I.|I|t|';r secticm o £he
museum 15 vweak inocollection.

The foumder of e ¢ ity Sanal |l
Stngh-I1 bad 28 wives ansd fonr comcnbines
bt thils ks anly & spall part o know aba
the man who paee s modern Dsdids fiss
planped city. Ble himself was modem with
e Eenovsdediy ol roethensatics and astmom
cene His lowe Tor asiromnomy was so deepr
that in That era he wenl on Do sel oge Lhe
world's h||_l st sundial amd astramomical
toweer in [aipur, Conskdering is perfection
# @ schentific equipment UNESCOr has
anmounced | & a woarld her Eape slle
Eonamwm as [antar Mantar te comimen pea-
ple this wimiguie sundial is based on princi-
ple of Flimdu Sanskrit texd where equip-
inent’s study three classical celestial coor-
Uanale system. Sawai fai Smgli- I also sty
Towar e such sum dials in places hike Delha
Varanasi, Mathura and Uggin bt none af
thise = as grand as this one,

Ancient forts are the real attraction of
[atpur, Besidios Dielhl theres no city in Didia
where s marny massive forts logded with se
iniicls listory aiwd archaeclogical woisders
prevail side by sade. 11 kikometses mway from
thee city iy the Lap-of Aravalli stands the gem
i [aipuar Koo as Amer fort o Aaber o
this | 6th cembury Citacke i oddier than this
caty. | was from brere many years ago a poung
k""l'- waas forced to shilt has -..'||'-1:.'|I e B
acule waler crisis

Aanbaer fort sl stands in a magestic stvle
ot A il g A feast for avpome wheo values
||r-1l*1:."..".|'||l‘Eh.|: Bort s & gein of it cwn kind,
Started i the haisd of BMan Singh il com-
[T T I"l|-|'-.I'IIE'l'|.'I'lII Akbar i 1592 the o
is bruilt of ped andd white sand stome vy skill
tally Ederyded anad wery artistically decomated.
:-i-:*rr.*s-.|I1:u-.~s.u1|l-.-.|hl:l|kl.l:h:n:- |'-.'r||'|I|'.'p.I Ein
thee pardilicm aned palaces. The grandear of this
fort i 50 makestic that it @ stdl used as ack
dropp off marry historical maovies.

A danphter of this fort once became
one of the queens of Akbar through a
palitically negotiated nsarriage. Like any
Mughal court this fort also has iwan-e-
Aam, The hall of public sucience: a huge
hadl wiith exitra ordmearily decorated red
sand slome pallars open Inom three gides.
This was the place where the king used to
mesl the commoan people far offici] puar-

siss, | he oihier spectal closed chamber
Iz called Diwan-e-khas, the hall of gpecial

T T
rmml‘—ﬁ"-.n
. i d g

andience: Where ':pn'ml guests were
received for confideniaal matters. This hall
15 decorated with 1:|.LH and stane nel.

A chamber of Amiber for that bas ped
apermanent place in history of Indian rtﬂ-
sical cineing = Shesh Malal or glass
claamber [ s here where mainy years ago
Lata Mangeshbars iconic song *kab par b
for alezrn el wias ke in U lips ol leg
endary aclress Madbubala in the filin
Tefvegfral - Az Buill for queens 1o enjay
Bl bty ol I:I|-.=1||g_h| in IILk-.-'rn'.g relliec-
I:u:nl:lu:-.l:l.u.n'hnlnh-'r shll drews meesimnum
mlerest of the visltors for fts partnership with
thee moades. Susch i the possrer of Hindl cin-
CHA L Ol Coumniry

Ot of inaiy gates the Ganesl pale @
warth menticning 34 it was the place where
The vactorioms Kings used 1o receive their
roval receplion Irom gqueens after their
return fram the hattle I=|-:-'I|l.‘~.1'r.|.||g;.' it may
sounel bt the fact remains that the Amber
foort af Kajasthan also has a stromg, I:‘.n'ng.'n'l
coqsection. The stone stafoe of Shaela Diewvi
Jshareshvaart the deity worshipped by this
Rajput royal family placed in a femple
inside the fool was actually taken from
Jessone of Bengal by Raja Man ‘.'ii|'|g|'| when
b chesfimatese] Pratapaditya of Bengal in 1604,
With the image of Bali a priest was also
laken Imom Benpgal at that time Omnce
himan scrifice was performed here 1a

ks the Devi bt it was sbopped by Sawai
E\I Singh-11 the king with a medern oat-
ik amad keam ||'|5_--;1u1h|- k|'m.-||.'-|.|l_-|--.|r'u i-
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ence, hmber Fart can be explored hy walk-
g with an andia g_ln-.lu.' ar by n-.Ilng_ ele-
phants provided by Rajasthan tourism

blaharpangh fort = mother mapre that
atiracis lowvers of history Known as ihe
Tiger fort this was buill in 1734 by Jai
Singl-I1 For another ring of probection of
e e caprital Jaipas, 1 was never abiacked
by any imvaders bul 0ot its place in his
Liary i U857 when during Indian mautiny
all 'I'|.1n:-|:l|'.'|n farmilies of |:||p||.r Bk shiel-
ter here for several weeks under the pra-
tectiom af the king. This four-storey fort bias
|:l.-.'.-||||;L-r-_5_-r-..||||._ fliscirs |-.:-|pa||;l.xl I 8GR
under Maharala Ram Singh whe had
added Ty j"'-l'\-'ilil"'l'l foe i qUeEs 1luis foet
is also Kiown as Sundergaggh for

The fiort AP ¢ ll'Iuipu r deesini end with
MWahargargh. There i anoiber small el
h{um:F:J el mamied Fadgergh, Budll in 17256
it am asbensiom of Amber, this foet was once
famens for ils<canmen foandry, Histary gres
this testimormy thal warons massive .‘-.rugh.'nl
canrems were once manafacumd bere. Later
om Rajputs maste red the art and as aculmi-
nation of that in 1720 Maharaja Jai Singh-
I i tuned worl d bigpest cannon on
whee] named Jaivan. T l*-\.|.|{. tluis ;_..'l:.1||-.| can-
niy pesls silently here in bagareh umder a
tin shadic Never used im oy baitle the mag
LT s Caamnn s Timed ooy cone cans
g, an immediaie deah of iis aperalar an«d
an glephant in s shock swave, Mors than 100
hj_'lfl_llllu'h el waes I meed to make 1 bosm
and it bad the capacity of throwing S-kg

ficehalls toe a distance of 40 kikenetes of
ranngees The 201 et bong barrel hasa 11 -imch
izt wilh ol design on @5 surlace
The weight of the cammon i 5000 ky
[t ,LTf:h fort came in news in 1976 when
rllﬁ;l'.ll:'-'ll'lll.hl-\.ll'lh'n'\.' i vivid sesrc by off hid-
dem dreasurs of Maharani Gayairl Devl of
Jagpur, Ay beft mo stone untumed bal
nething was fand. As per many political
chservers it was just an a0 of wvengs by
lisdira towards Cavated Devi They were
mever in good Terms dnce their school Gays
in Shantiniketan

Armbuer arsd Mahargarpl Gortsan: lhumi
(151 P I |||g_h| and remular culfwral -
grammes are argansed here weoenleran
lomrsts. Both bavee restairants and cades. The
<ity palace of Jalpr 15 the one that almaost
every Britsh Vicerow and guests from
Eurcps have meritboned in their lidia tra-
elogues, The city pralace of laipar B abode of
ita rulers ever since s fose as g inedern
anel plammed Capital Sty of tle reggon The
peinks dmn] il walled baoil ding isa spdendid
berd af Mughal and Rajput architeciure
Packed with 3r.'|1||3 meling halls, |'-.|J:||'-:-.-.
e asure FI.T\.I‘HIF. meeling vards, forum and
Tomraine this dream I.'||'hi'|.-.'.|-=..g |'-|'-._.'--.||'-:||r-
prise Lo many Brtts whio usad to visi et
iy ridden lisdia during the colonial era

[T h estabdislsed in 1732 by Sawesi fai
Simpls-10 & derived its present ok between
1BAE b 1902 umder Sir Samuel Swinlon
Facobeecuilivg ergmper of el Eanily: The
planner af Jaipar also contribated in s
'I""""lf"' Oy a part al this '|:v.'||.'|-. & 15 Arces-
sihle 1o commaon pecple 25 the ronal fami-
Iy &t Ives bere, Chandra Mahal honses 2
J__-|'.||'||,I s with -:||pq-||'- colbectbom of
toal artefacts aiwd vintage artiche like car-
(e, muirror, ormaments, painbings el
Leepend beas it that besre duging Maratha imva-
ston 21 wives ol King hward Singh com
millied Eauthar by thrwing them alive m
T pryre ol their hushamsd who comanil
Ll sumicndes i fear ol Eacing, Marstbas, City
Pakuce alsa has miecting halls in the reeme
iof DHrwam--Khaes amad Divesme-e- A

h Tm became lﬁmrl of Imidia almist
trnmseciately with i -'1|wul~lu'~-lw.ll I kgl
its pepal arcana et for the et 30 years
till the tiee Lidiva Gaisdhi Government
sl.-:l|1'|-.'|JJlri.'-'5-'ull-:l'.'..1||-. i and all ather sup
ot i all prandely Sabes. From Chen 1l mo
[aiprr sommeboiy mamaped o uphsold ils myal
charm in the form of ils magestic Fh'l'.'h o5,
forrts, arl, food and roval :~.|rl:-.I|k-.=|'-.|'I|a s
thec .||'||1.|| of anwe of Indlas pnost Imporiant
border Stakes, IF alsa has j_-.anul the bliess-
Inge of rapdd medemization

Iz pourney with lseritage and culture
lives up witls Bakes, temples, gardens and
riF Il top literary festival [LE pro
moled by Willam Dalevmple. Be it an old
fort or b 31 mew |ilerary festival, faipar
thrills every soul in its own regal style
which has no match anywhere i India
Jaipar's story slnply doesn® end with a
palace of 4 prand cannon




